We are living in troubled times. Too many people suffer due to religious intolerance and the desire of power and wealth at the expense of the general populace. I am currently watching a National Geographic series titled ''Genius.'' It is about Albert Einstein and his struggles to pursue his passion as a scientist. I find this series very interesting.
Our first paper in this issue ''Role of molecular architecture in interfacial self-adhesion of polyethylene films'' by Zahra Najarzadeh and Abdellah Ajji is about the influence of molecular architecture on interfacial self-adhesion for polyethylene film above the melt temperature. The results showed that increasing molecular weight resulted in higher adhesion strength in linear metallocene ethylene a-olefins. Low long chain branch concentrations hinder reptation motion and diffusion and result in lower adhesion strength. Low density polyethylene with highly branched chains yielded very low selfadhesion. A drastic difference in adhesion strength between metallocene and conventional linear low density polyethylene is attributed to homogeneity versus heterogeneity of composition distribution. The low interfacial selfadhesion in conventional polyethylene was concluded to be due to enrichment of highly branched low molecular weight chains at the film surface. These segregated chains at the interface diffuse before the high molecular weight chains located in the bulk.
Then we have ''Structure, morphology, thermal, and electromagnetic shielding properties of polystyrene microsphere/polyaniline/multi-walled carbon nanotube nanocomposite'' by Ayesha Kausar, Sanaa Meer and Tahir Iqbal. They studied polystyrene microspheres (PSMS) and PSMSbased polymer nanocomposites. These novel nanocomposites can be potentially useful in aerospace, radar absorbing materials, and electromagnetic interference shielding relevance.
The third paper ''Thermal wrinkling behavior of formable decorative film laminates'' by GP Balamurugan, Rohan N Pukadyil, Mahdy M Malayery, Michael R Thompson, John Vlachopoulos, Kent E Nielsen and Frank A Brandys focuses on wrinkle development in decorative film laminates during heating operations. They found that thermally induced wrinkling for decorative laminates requires a stiffer top layer with lower thermal expansion over a more compliant underlying layer with different expansion behavior. Avoiding this problem requires recognizing the critical temperature limit related to the point where the critical film stress drops below the compressive stresses induced by the thermal expansion mismatch.
The fourth paper ''Barrier and biodegradable properties of corn starchderived biopolymer film filled with nanoclay fillers'' by TP Mohan, Kay Devchand and K Kanny studied the effect of nanoclay fillers on the biodegradation and barrier properties of corn starch polymer-based biofilm. Nanoclay addition delays the film biodegradation decay and depends on the clay concentration. This phenomenon suggests that the nanoclay-filled biofilm biodegradation activity can be controlled and tailor-made suitable for the packaging products.
And a final thought. ''Well done is better than well said.'' -Benjamin Franklin
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